Vi                                       PREFACE

ent inconsistencies in the statements of others, the author lias
endeavored always to avoid unnecessary harshness. Through
the courtesy of Secretary Moody recourse has boon hud to oflt-
cial papers which were not available before his accession to
office. The writer has been pleased to find that his memory
of many circumstances was verified almost to the day and hour,
so ineradicably were events impressed upon him at flu* time
of their occurrence.

Whether the many Incidents of this service have been use-
ful, whether they effected much or little for tin* jjood of the
country, it is only fair to say that, in times of danger and
duty, the writer endeavored to do the work set before htm with
out fear of personal consequences.    With this thought in mind,
he has felt moved, as a duty to his wife, his children and his
name, to leave a record of his long professional life, which has
not been without some prestige, at least, for the flntf hi* IIIIH loved
and under which he has served.
WASHINGTON, July 20, 1004.                                      \V. H, S,